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Current Note* nod Comment 

Statistics show that there is a gradual 
decline of the birth rate in this country. 
The people cannot afford to raise fam¬ 
ilies. They have such an anxious, 
driven-to-death time of it keeping their 
own stomachs from gnawing that they 
are afraid to bring more mouths into the 
world for fear their little ones would not 
have a decent and wholesome living. 
Then again young men cannot afford to 
marry on the increasingly small salaries 
and the increasing standards of living. 
The result of this latter fact is that our 
young people are getting more and more 
Frenchified, with profit sharks in the 
liquor and amusement business trying in 
every way to increase this tendency be¬ 
cause it means more dollars to them. 
Our present civilization will meet one 
of the two certain fates. Either it will 
go down, as did the Roman empire, or, 
the people will see their danger and save 
and purify society by moving on to So¬ 
cialism. 


It will interest the wives of working¬ 
men who swelter in their little individual 
kitchens the year round to provide three 
frugal meals a day for a thoughtless hus¬ 
band who don’t know better than to cast 
his vote for capitalistic parties, and are 
glad to have one change a year of cheap 
print dress while the same husbands are 
producing five times as much wealth as 
they enjoy, to learn that .Mrs. Potter 
Palmer and Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish are 
down at Newiport-by-the-Sea outdoing 
each other on the subject of costly 
gowns. Cheap prints will be the ap¬ 
parel of the workers’ wives until their 
husbands know enough to vote for So¬ 
cialism. 


The late history for the grand Social¬ 
ist advance made by our comrades in 
Belgium, shows what can be accom¬ 
plished when the people are roused up 
to their true interests and quit relying 
on smooth mouthed capitalists or the 
lackeys of capitalism. Something is go¬ 
ing to drop in this country when we 
really get our star-spangled Yankee 
blood up. In Belgium they did not 
have universal suffrage and it was nec- 
eessary to make a fight for. it. Here 
we have the chance to vote. The way 
is open, and the socialistic hosts are 
marshalling to take advantage of it. 


Little by little the feeling is growing 
that something must be done to, rescue 
domestic service from the class odium 
that hangs about it. We get aw'ay from 
our old prejudices so slowly! The work 
of the servant girl ought to be just as 
honorable as the work of the clerk, but it 
isn’t. The "hired girl” is as much looked 
down upon socially as was the slave in 
the past. Socialism will dignify all work 
and make only sloth dishonorable. It 
will set all people to work, but it will 
make the conditions of toil, and the 
hours so pleasant that people will then 
live indeed.. It can’t come any too soon. 


With ragged clothes and an hungry 
stomach Charles F. Hazleton found a bi¬ 
cycle in a Chicago street and delivered 
it to a police station. "I was tempted 
to steal it,” he said, "but I couldn’t do 
that, although I was hungry.” Sergeants 
Larkin and Mooney looked at the rag¬ 
ged clothing in amazement. "You are 
honest,” said Sergeant Larkin. “It ap¬ 
pears you would rather starve than 
steal.” You arc right sir,” said the 
tramp. '“I am hungry, but I believe 
honesty to be the best policy and follow 
it every time.” 

A new scheme has been devised by 
the Union Traction Company of Chi¬ 
cago to hold up the gripmen, motormcn 
and conductors in its employ. They are 
to be placed under bonds of $500 each 
to “protect the company from acts of 
parelessness or dishonesty.” The Amer¬ 
ican Surety Company furnishes the bond 
for t per ceht. a year; so that the men 
tjdll donate $5 a year to keep the trac¬ 
tion company’s property in repair. It’s 
*■ great scheme for the company. Will it 
induce the men to think a little? 


A Catholic bishop of Cleveland has or- 
lered prayers for the peace of the city. It 
»ould be much more sensible to pray for 
he city to own and operate the street 
*rs and war from that source would 
: e*se.—Appeal to Reason. 

Which suggests that the efficacy of 
*t*yer might still further be tested if the 
food bishop would "order prayers” for 


the triumph of the people over their 
Christian oppressors through a shower 
of ballots for Socialism. 

The miners of Girard, Ill., have sent 
out an appeal for financial aid. Their 
"•ages have been reduced to such a point 
that it is impossible for them to live. All 
communications should be addressed to 
W. O’Connor, chairman relief commit¬ 
tee, Girard, III. With your money dona¬ 
tion send along some Socialist literature. 
Many miners who are forced to appeal 
for bread have yet to learn that there is 
an effective way of ending their suffer- 
. ings through Socialism. 


The facile liar who can say, as a Chi¬ 
cago politician did a few days ago, that 
employment in all branches of business 
is easy to obtain and never more remu¬ 
nerative,” is a fit and proper eulogist of 
President McHanna, who, the same 
speaker said, has “sacredly and solemnly 
kept every pledge” of his party’s plat¬ 
form,.which, as everybody knows, is not 
true. 

In. slavery days great stress was laid 
on the blacks keeping their place. To¬ 
day our richly bedecked and perfumed 
ladies are in a conspiracy to make the 
servant girl class “keep in their place” 
socially. While the daughters of these 
women entertain in rich drawing rooms 
the unfortunate kitchen girls must go 
out upon the streets for their sociability. 

Social progress means a checking of 
the cosmic process at every step, and the 
substitution for it of another, which may 
be called the ethical process, the end of 
which is not the survival of those who 
may happen to be the fittest in respect of 
the whole of '.he conditions which exist, 
but of those who are ethically the best. 
—Prof. Huxley. 

The Countess of Warwick has declared 
herself to be a convert from toryism and 
a Socialist. She says that for ten years 
she has studied social questions deeply 
and now sees in Socialism the best path 
for doing good for the masses. She goes 
so far as to declare, with Social Demo¬ 
crats, that it is "the only path.” 

Have you caught on to it yet, that so 
long as the means of production (a so¬ 
cial product and growth) are owned by 
a class and exploited by that class for 
private profit, so long will the working 
class have to struggle and suffer in the 
effort to get a living? Have you? 

A little girl in Chicago concluded her 
evening prayer as follows: "And please, 
O Lord, take good care of yourself, too. 
If anything should happen to you, we 
couldn’t have anyone but McKinley to 
depend upon, and he isn’t doing as well 
as papa expected.” 

The Cleveland strikers are now boy¬ 
cotting the rich men of that city and 
will no doubt be able to put the latter to 
a great deal of inconvenience. A better 
way, however, would be to boycott the 
rich men’s parties at the polls and vote 
for Social Democracy. 

There is no greater humbug or falsity 
than our modern charity. It is not phi¬ 
lanthropy to steal the products of the 
poor by legal means and endow colleges^ 
asylums, etc. The true philanthropist 
would destroy the conditions which ne¬ 
cessitate charity. 

The strike of the printers and stereo¬ 
typers against the New York Sun is be- 
...g vigorously maintained. One of its 
latest features was an assault upon the 
stereotypers led by one Packard, busi¬ 
ness manager of the paper. 

And now Socialism is gaining a foot¬ 
hold in the Transvaal. German Social¬ 
ists have imported a large amount of lit¬ 
erature and are spreading it broadcast 
among the Boers. 

The income tax in Great Britain yield¬ 
ed a revenue of $80,000,000 in 1896 and 
the inheritance tax nearly $60,000,000, 
both furnishing one-third of Great Brit¬ 
ain’s revenue. _ 

Prof. Frank Parsons says that the 
waste of energy caused by the capital¬ 
istic system reaches from thirty to forty 
billions of dollars in the United States 
annually. _ 

If every man desired only what is 
right and just, there would be no million¬ 
aires and no paupers to curse and af¬ 
flict the world. _ 

According to translations from Portu¬ 
guese papers, Socialism has taken firm 
root in the soil of Brazil, South Amer¬ 
ica. 

As daylight can be seen through very 
small holes, so little things will illustrate 
a person’s character. 


An> 70a » Socialist? “Whit ftrft 70a doing for 
Socialism? Every Socialist •hoald be ap and do¬ 
ing ntcht and d»7. doing somethlnr to advance 
the ratine. What are 70a doing? Are 70a bear¬ 
ing Toor share of the harden? Yoar share Is to 
irer at least one new subscriber to THE HERALD 
every week. 


TRADES UNIONISM AND 
INDEP ENDENT POLITICS 

MACHINERY ELIMINATES SKILL 


A Critical Examination of the Wage Question 
in its Relation to Trades Unionism and 
Politics—Solution Ottered by So¬ 
cial Democratic Party 


B7 William Mahoney, Nashville, Tran. 

The question, whether labor unions 
should engage in an independent politi¬ 
cal movemen, is receiving much atten¬ 
tion from progressive labor leaders, and 
is fast becoming recognized as the most 
pertinent as well as the most momentous 
question up for settlement. This is a 
most favorable symptom and portends 
much towards the final solution of the 
wage question. Next to knowing what 
is necessary is to know how to get it. 
Let the laboring people once become 
convinced that their salvation lies at the 
ballot box, and it will not be a great task 
to point out what they must vote for. 

That great and radical changes are 
taking place in the industrial affairs of 
the world, no close observer will dare 
gainsay; that conditions today are not 
what they were a century nor even a 
quarter of a century ago, is a most palpa¬ 
ble fact. The hand loom and the hand 
press are not the fittings of this age of 
steam, electricity and automatic machin¬ 
ery, and it might be said, liquefied air 
and other marvelous and mysterious 
forces recently developed. 

Trades unions and organizations of 
wage workers are the results of condi¬ 
tions. They are the natural and logical 
outcome of the existing industrial sys¬ 
tem, which has, after a career of about a 
century and a half, finally reached its cul¬ 
mination and is now undergoing a trans¬ 
ition stage. This industrial system is 
what is known as capitalism. It is the 
system that has produced employer and 
employee, each having antagonistic in¬ 
terests. The employer buying labor, as 
lie might buy wheat and hogs, buys at 
the lowest possible figure; while the em¬ 
ployee sells himself as he would a com¬ 
modity. It is mawkish sentiment for one 
to say that the interests of employer and 
employee are identical and harmonious, 
for they can be no more so than the in¬ 
terests of any other buyer and seller. 

Capitalism is a system wherein some 
men own and control the machinery of 
wealth production, such as land, tools, 
credit, etc., and who employ oilier - nen to 
operate these agencies of production, 
paying them for such service the small¬ 
est amount possible. 

Now let us analyze this question of 
wages and endeavor to ascertain what 
governs such. 

It is a common statement to hear it 
said that wages are governed by supply 
and demand. This is true only in a 
superficial sense. Relative wages are, in 
the different trades and in different lo¬ 
calities so governed; but all wages have 
an absolute basis. In a state or condi¬ 
tion of absolute freedom and independ¬ 
ence wherein men have free and unlim¬ 
ited access to the opportunities of ..ealth 
production, every man gets the full prod¬ 
ucts of his toil, as he pays no tribute to 
anyone. In this state, if one individual 
sought to engage another in service, the 
wages would be determined by what 
might be made on the best free opportu¬ 
nity available. This must be evident to 
anyone who is capable of logical thought 
and reasoning. No one will work for 
less than he Could make by self-employ¬ 
ment as the opportunity for such self- 
employment becomes rarer or more in¬ 
accessible, it becomes more difficult to 
pVeservc the natural standard of wages, 
which decline constantly to the point of 
bare subsistence, unless prevented by 
artificial interference. 

We may therefore lay it down as an 
axiomatic fact that wages arc based on 
what an individual may produce on the 
best available free opportunity and if 
there be none, wages decline to the point 
of bare subsistence, unless prevented. 

We have, through the monopoliza¬ 
tion of land by a comparative few, 
the adoption of machinery and the 
improved methods and processes of 
wealth production, together with the 
gigantic concentration of t capital, 
lonf since passed the time of free 
opportunities, and, owing to the com¬ 
plex system of the social and industrial 
state, the actual and real nature of the 
law of wages is obscured, and as a result 
we find amongst those who ought to be 
better informed, the most erroneous 
ideas regarding this most vital question. 

When the workers were obliged to bid 
against one another, it became evident 
that, unless opportunities were in excess 
of applicants, wages would go to the 
starvation point, and to avert this calam¬ 
ity those engaged in the different trades 
sought to control circumstances by lim¬ 
iting the number learning such trades, 
and thereby forcing the buyer of labor 


to pay a higher wage. In its infancy 
trades unions did not recognize the uni¬ 
versal relations between all wage work¬ 
ers, and as a result there are many con¬ 
tradictions between the theory and prac¬ 
tice of trades union principles. 

The essential nature of a trade union 
is a compact organization of all the 
workers in any one trade, the purpose of 
which is to arrest the downward ten¬ 
dency of wages. To accomplish this 
purpose it is necessary to compel by arti¬ 
ficial conditions. The employer is forced 
to pay higher, price for labor and he in 
turn charges the consumer this addition¬ 
al cost, together with a profit thereon to 
the consumer.' So that as consumers of 
our own products we suffer a disadvan¬ 
tage. When all trades are organized 
and whatever increase that' may be ef¬ 
fected through organization is added to 
the products of such trades, we shall 
then have nullified the benefits of trades 
unions. This may seem false to those 
who have not followed the operations of 
industrial processes, but I defy contro¬ 
version. 

It is only as producers that we are at 
all benefited by unionism. When the 
product is sold to us we are at a disad¬ 
vantage. 

In the long career of unionism, it has 
never passed through the time when all 
lalior was organized, because the bene¬ 
fits of unionism have never been convinc¬ 
ing enough to induce complete Organi¬ 
zation, and for this reason we have never 
had an opportunity to judge from prac¬ 
tical result just what the outcome of uni 
versal organization would be. 

But from the partial experience in 
conjunction with abstract reasoning, we 
may arrive at practically unassailable 
conclusions. 

Now it goes beyond question that a 
union is a benefit as long as conditions 
may be controlled. That is to those in¬ 
side it; but we must see that conditions 
have passed beyond the control and a 
stage has arrived "’herein unions are 
practically powerless. 

By the aid of machinery the neces¬ 
sity for skill is fast being eliminated. 
Children and women now do the work 
that formerly required skilled mechanics. 
Trades unions are thus prevented from 
limiting the number of operatives which 
weakens and after destroys the force of 
unions. In addition to this, nearly ali 
great industries are under the control of 
great trusts which practically monopo¬ 
lize not only the purchase of labor, but 
the sale of products. Capital is thor¬ 
oughly organized while labor is being 
hopelessly demoralized and organiza¬ 
tions disintegrated. At this stage we 
have now arrived; labor is employing the 
crude weapons of a century ago to com¬ 
bat an enemy equipped with modern ar¬ 
mor and weapons. Behind the courts, 
intrenched in the form of trusts, capital 
is invincible as far as the puny assaults 
of trade unions. At best the principle 
of pure trade union is arbitrary and im¬ 
perfect, and never can effect the com¬ 
plete and final solution of the wage ques¬ 
tion. 

There is only one way to forever dis¬ 
pose of the vexatious question, and that 
is by the total destruction of the system 
of capital and the substitution of a new 
and different system, and this can be ef¬ 
fected only by politics. 

And now at this critical time the union 
working people and all classes who seek 
a just and effective means of settling the 
urgent questions that appall them, are 
fortunate in having a means of accom¬ 
plishing their end. The Social Demo¬ 
cratic party is the only clear cut social¬ 
ist party that recognize the nature and 
necessity of trades unions and that have 
a clear knowledge of prevailing condi¬ 
tions and have the only correct' solution 
of existing industrial problems. It be¬ 
hooves every workingman to study the 
platform of the S. D. P. A., and enlist 
in its ranks for the abolition of wage sla¬ 
very. The Social Democratic party ad¬ 
vocates the destruction of the capitalist 
svstem and the establishment of the co¬ 
operative commonwealth—that all capi¬ 
tal shall be owned and controlled bv the 
people collectively, and that every indi¬ 
vidual shall have a free and unlimited 
opportunity to earn a living and that 
none shall charge time tribute. 


“The result of the Brussels meeting 
leaves two important points in view. The 
first is, that no matter what Socialist 
Labor party men and Social Democrats 
of this country may think or say about 
each other, both stand upon an equality 
in the highest and greatest labor con¬ 
vention in the world, and to both is ex¬ 
tended the fraternal hand of comrade¬ 
ship by the Socialists abroad. The sec¬ 
ond is, that desDite the broadness of the 
invitation to trades unions to send dele¬ 
gates to this influential and important 
parliament of labor, the American Fed¬ 
eration of Labor cannot as yet be repre¬ 
sented therein, because under the pres¬ 
ent administration the Federation is not 
committed to Socialism or political ac¬ 
tion independent of the old capitalistic 
parties.”—Cleveland Citizen. 


WHAT IS CALLED PROSPERITY 


Waste and War, Coupled With the Adoption 
of New Methods of Production, Account 
for the Fictitious Prosperity 
Which Will Soon End 


By A. H. Llghtwalter, Groveport, Ohio 

A seeming anomaly is presented In the prev¬ 
alence of strikes and the Increasing demand 
for laborers. But Is the situation BtrangeT Of 
course there are those who will answer Im¬ 
mediately that the demand for laborers Is due 
to the strikes, but to a small extent only Is 
that true. 

The true explanation of the co-existence of 
strikes and the demand for InoorerB Is the re¬ 
newed prosperity of the country. The renewal 
of tho volume of work offers something to 
quarrel about, and the struggle for what each 
thinks Is his right Is on between many em¬ 
ployers and employees. 

Hence, most of the strikes with which the 
columns of the newspapers are (illed. There 
was news yesterday of nearly a dozen strikes, 
most of watch may he accounted for on this 
theory. Among them were the strikes of the 
tailors of New York; the dockmen of Ashta¬ 
bula, the Pennsylvania freight handlers of 
New York, the puddlers of Pittsburg, the coal 
miners of Indiana, tho mlllmen of Youngstown, 
the messenger hoys of Cincinnati and New 
York, and the street car men of Cleveland.-- 
Columbus Dispatch, July 26th. , 

This seems plausible, doesn’t it? 

Now without further discussing the 
explanation given, let us assume that it 
is correct. And then, what? Why this 
“explanation” furnishes one of the 
strongest justifications for the strikers 
yet given. It is admitted that there is 
prosperity, that is, there is probably 
more wealth produced than ever before. 
The capitalist contends that the enter¬ 
prising, the industrious should be re¬ 
warded with the wealth they produce. 
This proposition granted and where are 
we at? 

Has not the worker a just claim to, at 
least, share with the capitalist in this 
great prosperity? Who created this vast 
amount of wealth, the worker or the cap¬ 
italist. Who has caused this tide of 
prosperity, the worker or the capitalist? 
All must admit that the workers pro¬ 
duce the wealth. It is also apparent that 
the distribution of their wages among 
the shopkeepers over the land produces 
the major part of the prosperity to be 
seen. 

Back of this the ground of our pres¬ 
ent industrial activity is waste. We have 
for more than a year now been wasting 
a million dollars or more daily in war. 
We have built numerous great war ves¬ 
sels, have manufactured vast quantities 
of war materials and equipments. We 
have enlisted, fed and clothed nearly one 
hundred thousand men all in little more 
than a year. We are paying the bill of 
this great waste but call it prosperity. 
The Dispatch says that renewed pros¬ 
perity offers something to quarrel over 
and is the true explanation of the many 
strikes. 

This is anomalous. Workers striking 
because they have increased prosperity! 
The statement need only be made to 
show its absurdity. 

We regard the strikes the most hope¬ 
ful sign of the times.. The workers are 
proving as no other class that they are 
not insensible to the injustice inflicted 
upon them by capitalists. They are 
aware of increased prosperity. They 
know that immense wealth is being pio- 
duced. They also know that their wages 
have been reduced lower than ever be¬ 
fore. They know that they are not shar¬ 
ing in the fortunes that are being reaped 
off their labor. 

The strikes are infinitely more hope¬ 
ful than the marshalling of the thousands 
under the captains of industry to make 
pilgrimages to Canton, to worship the 
god of high tariff; or be marshalled 
at the polls to vote the dictates of profit 
mongers. To obey the dictates of capi¬ 
talists is slavery. To strike against in¬ 
justice and oppression is manliness and 
independence. All honor to the strikers, 
the forerunners of the great social and 
industrial revolution that will usher in 
the Co-operative Commonwealth. 

Once and awhile a legal decision fav¬ 
orable to the workers slips through. 
The commandant of the Washington 
navy yards recently asked permission 
from the navy department to allow, the 
contractor who is building the new gun 
shops in the yard to employ his men ten 
hours a day, because while the work was 
going on the machinery had to lie • 
idle and was damaged by exposure to 
the rains. He wanted to hurry the work 
through. But the judge advocate gen¬ 
eral’s department pointed out that the 
law permits workingmen for the govern¬ 
ment to work more than eight hours a 
day only in cases of extraordinary em¬ 
ergency. The department couldn’t see 
that this was such a case, and it suggest¬ 
ed that the proper procedure would be 
to employ the men in shifts each work¬ 
ing eight hours. If a private profit- 
grubber had been the employer instead 
of the government the men would have 
probably been forced into ten hour work. 
And still there are well meaning men 
who think it would be awful to have the 
society take the place of the private, sel¬ 
fish employer. 
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UNSANITARY CAPITALISM 

It's a hopeful thing that those wretch¬ 
ed outcasts and victims of our present 
form of society, the wandering bum and 
unclean and discouraged hobo, are to 
have the “hotels” they live in in the con¬ 
gested city districts regularly inspected. 
Of course this is to be done in but one 
of our many large cities and also, it is 
done more in the interests of the safety 
of the more fortunate classes than 
through actual pity for the condition of 
these fallen, degraded men—but it is a 
good sign just the same. Such an effort 
is but one of the many effects of the so¬ 
ciological study that the Socialist work 
of the past and the present has forced 
upon the people. Socialism's trumpet 
call to duty and its challenge to the sat¬ 
isfied class is bearing fruit. It is the 
plan to -revem more than six persons 
sleeping in a room at one time, and the 
room must be large enough to give each 
occupant 400 cubic feet of air space. But 
yet, after all, how pitiful it all is! This 
ideal society that the capitalists prate 
about, has to even make rules for its 
filthy lodging houses to prevent the sti¬ 
fling and tire slow killing off of its most 
sunken victims. And then-turn to the 
picture of hope and wholesomeness and 
even-handed justice that Socialism pre¬ 
sents to our view. Under Socialism we 
will have no cheap lodging houses to 
force rules upon, and no poor creatures 
in need of such accommodation. Work 
harder, comrades, every stroke brings 
that glorious day nearer and nearer, and 
there is no valid reason why we should 
npt have Socialism in our own day. How 
it will crown our lives after all these days 
of entreaty, hope and worry! Conse¬ 
crate yourself to it. Swear anew every 
morning to waste not one of the precious 
moments. 

SHOULD THE POOR MARRY? 

Some of the well-to-do men of Chi¬ 
cago, who are not with their families at 
the seaside, have been discussing the 
momentous question whether poor I 
young men should marry, and a. lot of I 
cheap and insolent things have been 
said. I'or example: One declared that 
it costs no more to support two persons 
than one; another thought it foolish for 
a young man to get married who is 
‘‘earning no more than $6 a week;" a 
fourth tells us that it is better for such a 
man to marry—“better for the man and 
lictter for the State;” he didn't say why, 
hut that is understood—it is better be¬ 
cause it breeds and perpetuates slave 
souls which are necessary to the uphold¬ 
ing of the capitalist system; another one 
first vice-president of the Illinois Steel 
company, had the effrontery to make a 
comparison between one high-priced 
man who is paid $11 a day and another 
who receives $1.50, and, said he, the 
former spends his money and saves noth- 
ing, while the other “has a house and 
lot.” Not a word as to the fact that the 
salaried employe LIVES and enjoys life, 
while the other, if he really owns a house 
and lot, which is doubtful, is a drudge 
anil a slave, the victim of a habit which 
stunts the soul, narrows the life and per¬ 
petuates a race of cringing, ignorant and 
stupid toilers for the benefit of upstart 
and brutal exploiters; that is the habit of 
saving. Fancy clerks saving on $6 a 
week to get married! Fancy workmen 
with families saving on $1.50 a day to 
get a home, while these modern Samuel 
Smiles of Chicago live in palaces, sur¬ 
rounded by luxuries and have “money 
to bum”—without work! 

In the balances of genuine human 
worth let the clerk Frank Zajicek be 
weighed against this Smiles push, puffed 
up with their own importance and the 
wealth wrung from the slavish working 
class. Frank was a clerk in one of Chi¬ 
cago's department stores. He lost his 
job—as clerks and others do if they have 
will-power or intelligence "unbecoming” 
to their “station in life”—lost it, too, 
when he was in love and contemplated 
marrying the girl of his choice. Filled 
with conflicting emotions, discouraged 
by his prospects in life, driven to mad¬ 
ness at the thought of his shattered love 
dreams, Frank souirht a secluded spot 
and shot himself. The content of a note 


he left behind told the story of a fine, as¬ 
piring nature and an honorable mind, 
victimized by a system so enormously 
unjust that no young man can safely 
marry—no matter what his present wage 
may be. 

“My heart is broke,” wrote Frank 
Zajicek. “Please tell her not to take it 
too hard. I thought it would be for the 
best to part. I could not ruin any girl’s 
happiness by marrying her, as I could 
not support her.” > 

Young men and young women: For 
your own happiness and welfare, as well 
for the welfare and happiness of society 
at large, study Socialism and learn that 
there is possible a readjustment of social 
relations in which all may be free to live 
and love without mastery of one class 
over another. 

THE GOLDEN RULE 

The campaign of Samuel M. Jones for 
governor of Ohio promises to be one of 
the most unique in the history of the 
country, not because it is certain of de¬ 
feat and will disappoint those who arc 
promoting it, but for the reason that it 
starts out with a disavowal of politics 
and a repudiation of political organiza¬ 
tion. Mr. Jones has written his own 
platform and declared that henceforth 
he will not be an adherent of any politi¬ 
cal party; but at the same time he is to 
be a candidate for governor of his State, 
provided the people, acting under laws 
enacted by that State for the political 
regulation of elections, manifest a desire 
for him to do so. A non-political can¬ 
didate for public office is thus compelled 
at the very outset to resort to tlie estab¬ 
lished political methods to promote his 
candidacy. How he will proceed as his 
canvass advances we shall see; and how, 
in the very remote contingency of elec¬ 
tion, he would discharge the duties of a 
political office in the letter and spirit of 
the golden rule a.id not according to the 
constitution and laws of the State of 
Ohio, none of us are able to conjecture. 

But it is with Mr. Jones’ platform that 
we are concerned most, since we cannot 
agree to the claims of his friends that he 
“will be elected by a big majority.” The 
platform is the "Golden Rule,” trans¬ 
lated by Mr. Jones into the Jeffersonian- 
Populistic phrase; "Equal opportunities 
for all and special privileges to none.” 
While we cab all agree in our admira¬ 
tion for the benevolent spirit of the man 
Jones, and few of iis will fall out in dis¬ 
cussing his motives, which, let it he said, 
are pure and unselfish, there is some¬ 
thing to be said about the Golden Rule 
which may shock Mr. Jones and his zeal¬ 
ous supporters. That something is that 
the Golden Rule is impracticable. That 
rule carried out under the existing social 
and industrial system (if such an achieve¬ 
ment were thinkable) would bankrupt 
society and reduce us all to mendicants. 
Try and put it into practice by going out 
tomorrow and'doing for every man just 
what you would nave all men do for you; 
let all men do that and what would be the 
result? Simply that you would not go 
ia* before discovering that the thing is 
impossible. 

For two thousand years the human 
race, or that portion of it which lias come 
under the influence of Christianity, has 
had the Golden Rule preached at it, 
and the Pennsylvania Railroad company 
has got as far as to propose giving back 
in the form of a pension a small part of 
the wealth which its employes of thirty 
years’ service have ere?; d. For two 
thousand years men have built millions 
of churches, the churches have conse¬ 
crated millions of priests and preachers, 
the preachers and priests have expended 
uncounted millions of money—all to the 
Golden Rule. People have listened to 
preaching about it and have prayed about 
it; mothers have taught it to their chil¬ 
dren in palace and hovel; men and wom¬ 
en have lingered in loathsome prisons 
and died at the burning stake—all for the 
Golden Rule. And only last week an old 
man over seventy, poor and needing 
bread, was robbed of the last of a num¬ 
ber of inventions by one who knows as 
well as the Socialists that under the capi¬ 
talist system of production the rule is 
“Do others or they’ll do you.” 

The preaching of the Golden Rule has 
failed and will fail to improve the condi¬ 
tion of workingmen. The more men 
try to practice it under a system of pri¬ 
vate exploitation of labor, the more they 
will see its impracticability. And yet 
with two thousand years of failure, it 
finds reaffirmation in Ohio. 


Jaures, Socialist leader of France, 
made a speech at Rennes and appealed 
to the Socialists to retrain from all dem¬ 
onstrations and remain calm_There 

have been some disputes between the 
Patriots and Socialists in France, but no 
serious encounter... ,M. Jaures expects 
that in connection with the Dreyfus case 
there will be a great exposure of a con¬ 
spiracy against the republic and that the 
attitude of the present government 
against certain generals will be more 
than justified by the coming revelations 
’.... Emile Vanderbilt, the brilliant lead¬ 
er ot the Socialists of Belgium, has this 
to say to workingmen: "Workingmen 
who fill themselves with gin arc not ca¬ 
pable of marching with us to the-con- 
quest of a better future. TTiose who as¬ 
pire to the moral direction of a people 
ought to master themselves first of all.” 
These are good words fitly spoken and 
also a good answer to those who call So¬ 
cialism a product of tho-ealoon. 


BOOK REVIEWS 

“Uncle Sam in Business” is the title of 
a 64-pagc pamphlet published by Charles 
H. Kerr & Co., Chicago; price, 10 cents. 

The author, Daniel Bond, criticises 
the present industrial system, and then 
proceeds, as if writing to a friend abroad, 
to state the process by which people in 
the United States evolve from capitalism 
to collectivism, and the process of gov¬ 
ernment absorption of all industry. 

While this work avoids some of the 
blunders in the process of transition in 
"President John Smith,” it by no means 
avoids the greatest. 

The government, according to this 
author, starts certain mercantile and in¬ 
dustrial enterprises, issuing its own labor 
checks, etc., and in a plan somewhat im¬ 
proving upon the Bernardi system of the 
labor exchange; carries on industries and 
competes w ith private enterprises so suc¬ 
cessfully that men voluntarily give up 
their business to the government and re¬ 
ceive checks in return equal in purchas- 
ing power to the value they surrender. 

Considering the fact that almost every 
one before getting the slightest concep¬ 
tion of Socialism is desirous of knowing 
how it is to be ushered in, what particu¬ 
lar and peculiar rules will govern and 
regulations of the most minute details to 
the most stupendous, it may be well to 
call their attention to such works as this. 

At the time of the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence it would have been impossi¬ 
ble for two men to agree as to the future 
formation of the American Republic, or 
that there should Ik - such an institution. 

1 he Congress of 1777 at its inception 
was far from agreeing, and in fact was 
not unanimous at its dissolution in 1778. 
If history teaches us anything it teaches 
us that the detailed methods and precise 
regulations of social revolutions are not 
anticipated and figured out like a mathe¬ 
matical problem. 

There have been many theories ex¬ 
pounded as to how the government shall 
cease to be- the police power of capital¬ 
ism and become the organizer of labor, 
all of which are open to merited adverse 
criticism, and to the novice in economics 
it seems to me we should simply explain 
the principles which Socialists have dis¬ 
covered in economic evolution and tell 
hint frankly that no man can do more 
than guess at the best possible method 
| of transition. In fact, inquiries which 
call forth such books as this show clear¬ 
ly the necessity of teaching to those in¬ 
dividuals the scientific basis upon which 
the proletariat government is founded. 

Those who are speculating on this 
subject may find this hook of interest. 

Seymour Stedman. 

Party ur League 

Herbert Casson, discussing Mr. Par¬ 
sons’ new Labor party, asks the question 
in the New York Journal, "Would it not 
be wiser to form a labor league than a 
labor party?” 

* His answer to the question is in the 
affirmative, and advocates the policy of 
choosing and electing the best men from 
both the old parties. 

If this advice were given solely to 
Mr. Parsons and those gentlemen whose 
only request is that employers shall 
treat their employees with more consid¬ 
eration than they have done heretofore, 

I should have no. quarrel with it; but 
when it is proffered to Socialists as well, 
then I. for one, must join issues with 
Mr. Casson on that point. 

The difference between the Socialists 
and those who are trades-unionists sim¬ 
ply, is that the latter accept the existing 
economic conditions and seek to im¬ 
prove the lot of the workers thereunder; 
whereas the Socialists see, as the work¬ 
er’s only hope, a revolution in the eco¬ 
nomic structure of society. 

It is this very essential difference 
which, apparently, Mr. Casson over¬ 
looks. It is quite possible that, by hold¬ 
ing the balance of power at elections, 
the workers might force the capitalists 
into making them some partial conces¬ 
sions, but so long as they retain political 
power, the capitalists as a class will re¬ 
sist every attack made against the fun¬ 
damental principles of the existing so¬ 
cial order. 

The idea that either of the two exist¬ 
ing political parties can be induced to 
accept Socialism has long since been ex¬ 
ploited. As Mr. Casson admits (when 
he says that “Gould, Havemeyer and 
Rockefeller, instead of forming new 
parties, used the two already in exist¬ 
ence”), both Democrats and Republic¬ 
ans are capitalists; their interests capi¬ 
talistic; and therefore they will always 
use the powers of office for the promo¬ 
tion of those interests. 

Another point to be remembered is, 
that the Socialists by forming their own 
independent organization at once secure 
to themselves their proportionate influ¬ 
ence among outsiders; whereas, if they 
become immersed in either of the two 
great parties their influence would be 
lost upon outsiders, until they became 
a majority in the party. 

As to his suggestion of voting for the 
best men in both parties, Mr. Casson 
should have learned by now that it is not 
the one or two advanced individuals who 
dictate to the party the policy to be pur¬ 
sued when iti office, and that so soon as 
one member of either organization be¬ 
comes distasteful to the capitalists who 
nin the parties he is quickly, dismissed 
from the parties’ service. 

Are we all to hang on to the old par¬ 
ties until we are kicked out. as did Sam 


Jones? I suggest that such a course 
would only result in degrading Socialists 
and retarding their progress. 

When Mr. Casson says: “Don’t let 
us have a class-conscious battle between 
trades-unionists and all the rest of the 
world,” I agree with him. 

So long as men are content with the 
relationship of employer and employee, 
the class war will remain. When we ex¬ 
tend the field, and make the issues So¬ 
cialism or Capitalism, class-conscious¬ 
ness need no longer be the spirit. 

Socialism is not a question of class, it 
is one of moral development. 

Just as soon as a man is unwilling to 
live as a parasite upon his fellows he 
becomes a Socialist at heart, and it is 
only' a question of time, if he thinks for 
himself, instead of being led by popular 
opinion, before he becomes conscious of 
the fact. 

No one particular class has alone 
reached this stage of moral development. 
The workingman who is ready to share 
in the advances made at the cost of suf¬ 
fering to others, and is unwilling to con¬ 
tribute his share towards the world’s up¬ 
lifting, is as much, in spirit, a capitalist 
as is a Havemeyer or a Rockefeller. Any 
one, be he worker or idler, who lives and 
acts upon the motto, “Get as much as 
you can and give as little as possible,” is 
a friend of capitalism and a foe to So¬ 
cialism. 

I know many employers who are bet¬ 
ter Socialists than the men they employ. 

To attempt to confine Socialism to 
one particular class, is to mar its beauty, 
and to rob it of its strength ;-it is to make 
a sectarian dogma of what, rightly un¬ 
derstood, is the gospel of humanity. 

Therefore, I am with Mr. Casson 
when he opposes a new trades-unionist 
political party, but if his advice was 
meant for Socialists as well, mv answer 
is, YOU CANNOT SERVE BOTH 
GOD AND MAMMON; YOU CAN¬ 
NOT BE A SOCIALIST AND A 
CAPITALIST. Lionel Levogue. 

(live Them Hattie 

If direct legislation were advocated 
simply as one of-the features of a Social¬ 
istic program to be brought into play 
under a Socialist administration, very 
few if any reformers would object to it. 
But when it is intended as a substitute 
for the formation of a Socialist party, 
and when those who are agitating in its 
behalf expect to remove all legal and 
constitutional obstacles in its way by 
means of the two existing parties, which 
are simply the right and left wings of 
our plutocratic system, then it is time to 
throw down the gauntlet of protest; for 
the advocacy of this measure at this 
time, and under such conditions, can 
have no other effect than to weaken the 
Socialist party and give to the plutocracy 
and its satellites a new lease of life. 

All Socialists should set their faces 
like flint against any measure or any at¬ 
tempted measure that will divide its 
forces and lead astray the minds of the 
people from the one’true path. 

This is a battle that we are fighting, 
and we must have all the shrewdness 
and strategic keenness of a general com¬ 
manding his forces. We must watch, not 
only all the movements of the enemv, 
the upholders of the competitive syste: 
who will employ all the means at their 
command for our destruction, but also 
those who, actuated by the best of mo¬ 
tives, are unintentionally playing into 
the enemy’s hands. 

There is defensive and offensive war 
fare. Tlie time has come for the employ¬ 
ment of both methods. Let us stand by 
our guns. Imogene C. Fales. 


"My humanity stops at tlie Vosges," 
says the ruler of Germany, and he echoes 
the sentiment of his class the world over. 
The interests of the ruling class, which is 
made up of the puppets of the capitalist 
class, are limited to the Vosges of self¬ 
ishness and its humanity is a question of 
per cents., involving the commission of 
every crime and setting the standard for 
the patriotism of the masses. 

£ THE REFERENDUM 

All the branches not having acted 
upon the propositions submitted for a 
referendary vote, the time for taking the 
vote has been extended to September 1. 
The propositions, upon which members 
will vote "yes” or "no,” are as follows: 

(1) That the present constitution be 
continued and remain operative until the 
next national convention. 

(2) That the “Demands for Fanners” 
be eliminated from the platform. 

(3) That the next national convention 
be held at Indianapolis, Ind. 

(4) That the fime for holding the con¬ 
vention be the first Tuesday in March, 
1900, at 10 o’clock a. m. 

•(5) That the following be the basis of 
representation: Each branch in goo 
standing and organized at least 45 days 
prior to holding of the convention shall 
be entitled to one delegate; provided 
that branches having more than 50 
members shall be entitled to an addi¬ 
tional representative for each additional 
50 members or major portion thereof, 
and provided further, that no delegate 
shall represent more than one branch, 
that of which he is a member. 

» Socialist? Wh»t are yon doing for 
Socialism? Every Socialist should be up and do¬ 
ing night and day. doing mmpthlnr to advance 
the cans*. Wlmt arc you doing? Are you bear¬ 
ing your share of the burden? Yonr share Is to 
get at least one new subscriber to THE HERALD 
every week. 



A Fall 

On a frosty winter's morning, 

Up a steep and icy hill, 

Two work horses pulled their burdens 
With an equal strength and will. 

One kept steadily ascending 
On the smooth and slippy ground, 
Till at last it stood, triumphant, 

On the summit, safe and sound. 

But the other, though as stalwart 
And as willing to do well, 

In its strain to pull its burden 
Slipped upon the ice, and fell. 

One received its driver’s praises, 

One its driver’s curses got, 

But this secret tells the story— 

One was shod, and one was not. 

Some.who climb the hill of labor 
In these wintry days of greed, 

Reach the summit of achievement 
By the force of stalwart deed. 

Others, just as strong and willing, 

Just as mighty in their strain, 
Stumble on the icy pathway. 

Tall, and never rise again. 

Oftentimes we spurn the fallen 
With a touch of selfish scorn, 

When the system that we vote for 
Curses them before they’re born. 

Not the true man’s part to blame them 
Nor to chide them when they fall, 
But to learn this social precept^ 

Fall of one is fault of all! 


A Fool 

Once upon a time, ’tis stated, 

Lived a philosophic mule, 

Who in his own mulish manner 
Was much wiser than the rule. 

Now his master was a farmer, 

Of an economic mind, 

Who demanded much for little, 
Like the rest of humankind. 

W hen the mule was given thistles 
In the place of fragrant hay, 

He protested with a vigor 
In his own peculiar way. 

Quoth tlie fanner, “Why, your fathe 
W otild cat this instead of grass." 

That may be,” the mule made answi 
"But my father was an ass!” 

W e who labor for a master, 

And receive a slave’s reward, 

Bow in trembling obedience 
To the dictate of a lord. 

We are thankful for the thistles, 
Never asking for the hay; 

Giving maximum of labor, 

Getting minimum of pay, 

W ben our sons, to freedom waking, 
Scorn a wage, and ask a right, 

1 heir industrial oppressors 
Will exclaim in their affright, 

Why, your fathers were contented 
Just to labor with our tools.” 

^ ou are right,” our sons will answe 
“But our fathers have been fools!’’ 


A Fact 

I had driven to the village, 

Tied the horse before a store, 
Boiidit some things, got in the’ carriaf 
T00k the reins, as oft before. 

But the horse, a gentle creature, 

And obedient, if slow. 

Shook her head in blunt refusal. 
Steadily refused to go. 

S° I pulled the reins up shorter, 

Fried my whiplash, temper, tongue 
But in spite of all endeavors 
Still to that same spot she clung. 

By and by an urchin, grinning, 

W atched my efforts failure bring, 
•-aid, when hope and hand had wea 
ened, 

‘Why don’t you untie the thing?” 

Now the chariot of progress, 

Drawn along by labor-power, 

^ j s ttpon the road of business, 
Moveless in this moving hour. 

Vainly do men long for motion, 

\ ainly do they seek the flaw., 

Lstng whiplash of compulsion 
Jerking on fhe reins of law. 

Some say charitable sugar, 

Some a bimetallic bit, 

Some blame presidential driving. 

Some say it’s a balky fit. 

But some time, when we are wiser. 

We shall cease to coax or chide, 

For monopoly has bound us, 

And we need to be untied 1 

MERLIN. 


One boar's solicitation per week for The Herald 
would do wonders. Some rive It. Dojcm? 
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branch imkectoky. 

jjirtJc** of Branch Meatlncs inaarted for Kc 
I* WOOth- CALIFORNIA 

_ No 1. Ban Francisco, Cal., meats 

evening at 8 o'clock at 117 Turk 
g^jbliclnYited. Secretary, Val Britton. 117 

IV* BL COLORADO. 

_ Branch No. 1 of the Social Demo- 

Cojf'JJJty meets every Sunday eve at Wood- 
**•"* usll 171& California street. Denver, Colo., 
H. Olbbs. Chairman; Mrs. Ida 
Mercer. Secretary, 1799 Washington street. 

« (Conn.). New Haven, meets 1st and 
J^Bsday In.the month, at 252 Cedar Bt., at 
I m Secretary, Corncl * UB Mahoney, 165. Frank 

St ILLINOIS, 

u—tlnx* of Chicago Central Committee held 
TmT«tiv second and fourth Wednesdays of 
3S month, at Dr. J. H. Greer's office. 52 Dear- 

^nJLnc'h 1 of Illinois, Chicago, meets every 
•SnMday evening. Thomas Klrwln, becre- 
»lrv 2&>4 Wentworth aye. 
uVinch 2. Chicago. 111.. Bohemian, meets 2d 
Jftth Saturday evenings at Nagl's Hall. 535 
gfuVlsland Ave. Secretary. Vaclav Jellnek. 436 

^nianch 3 ^ Chicago, lit, meets 2d and 4th Mon 
each month at J >s. Dundras' place. 1080 
tffjfchKAC*. Secretary. Frank Ort, 866 W. 18th 

®Rrsnch 4. Chicago, meets every first and third 
Monday evenings o i the month, at 2U9 Bt. Louis 
A?e Secretary, Mrs. Mary liorgan, 1495 Ful- 

tfl SrK’ch No. 5 Illinois meets 2nd and 4th Sun- 
s.vs of each month at Frank Lang s. 117 W. 
ttth street, corner Jefferson street. Secretary, 
Sul Chlapecka. 47 Ruble St. 

Hr*nch 6 (German), Chicago, meets every 
smi and third Saturday evening at 8 o'clock at 
Hall. 535 Blue Island avenue, near 18th 
Emu Tilly. 699 W. 21st street. 

Branch 9 , Chicago, meets at Lundqulst Hall. 
Jrner 61st and Morgan streets, every first and 
third Thursday- S. L. Westlne, Sec y, 6243 Cen¬ 
ter Ave. ivniANA. 


Branch No. 6, Indiana, meets first Saturday 
•veiling and 3rd Sunday afternoon of each 
month at Reichweln's Hall, corner Market 
Sod Noble streets. Indianapolis. 

MARYLAND. 

Branch No. L Maryland, meets every Sunday 
.ii n. m., at Carpenter's Hall. 506 E. Baltimore 
street! Public Invited. 

Branch No. 2. Baltimore, Md.. meets every 
Monday at 8 p. in., at 811 W. German St. Secre¬ 
tary, Frank Mareck. 1408 N. Gay 8L 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Branch 2, Holyoke, Mass., meets second and 
fourth Monday of each month at Springdale 
Turner Hall. Organizer, H. Schllcnllng, 30 
James street 

Branch 6, Lynn. Mass., permanent headquar¬ 
ters 32 Summer St, near Market St., business ; 
meeting every Monday night at 7:30 p. m. Open 
bouse. Public Invited. E. W. Tlmson, 23 Albany 
8t. Fin. Sec.-Treas. 
street. 8t. Louis. 

Branch No. 8. Brockton, meets the 1st and 
Srd Tuesday of each month for business. In Cut¬ 
ter's Hall, Clark's Block. Cor. Main and Center 
streets. Secretary, Frank 8. Walsh. No. 332 W. 

^Branch* 15, Massachusetts—East Boston- 
meets every Monday at 8 p. m. at 99 Chelsea st. j 
A. L. Sweeney. 191 Webster st.. Sec. 

Branch No. 9. Massachusetts, Brockton.— i 
Meets first and third Tuesday each month for ; 
business, In Ctiller's hall, Clark's Block, cor. i 
Main and Center streets. Secretary. Frank S. 
Walsh. 832 W. Elm street. 

Branch 81. Chelsea. Mass., meets every 
Thursday at 8 p. m., room 2, postoffice build¬ 
ing. Chelsea. Alfred B. Outram. sec.. 72 Ash 

> The'Massachusetts State Committee meets the 
first Saturday of each month at 724 Washing¬ 
ton 8L, Boston. All dues and moneys Intended 
for the Stnte Committee should be sent to the 
financial secretary. A. McDonald. 104 \\ est 
Springfield 8t.. Boston. All other correspond¬ 
ence should be addressed to the corresponding 
secretary, Margaret Halle, 5 Glenwood St., Rox- 
bury. 

MINNESOTA 

Branch 1, Red Lake Falls. Minn., meets ev¬ 
ery other Sunday in real estate office of Fred 
Genu we In, on Main street. Wm. H. Randall, 
sec. 

MISSOURI. 

8L Louis headquarters—Room 7, 22 No. 

Fourth St. Address all communications to 
E. Val. Putnam. Secretary. For Information 
concerning ward branches Inquire at the above 
address. _ . .. 

St. Louis Central Branch, composed of all 
members In the city, meets every 3rd Sunday 
afternoon, 2:30 p. m., at Aschenbrocdel Hall. | 
to Market St. Lecture and general discus- 
kion ut every meeting. Public Invited. 

Branch 7. Missouri, meets every Tuesday at 
8 p. m. at 1300 Union ave.. Kansas City. G. J. 
Btorz, 1330 W. 9th str.eet. Sec. 

NEW YORK. 

Branch 10 (4 Ass n Diet., N. Y.). meets ev¬ 
ery 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month, at 
the rooms of The Voice of Labor. 107 Henry 
Bt Jacob Panken. 141 E. Broadway. Org. 

East bide Branch, No. 1, New York, meets 
every 1st and 3«d Thursday at 112 Clinton st. 
Secretary, A. Guyer, 163 Suffolk st. 

Branch 3. New York <2lth Assemble District) 
meets every 2nd and 4th Monday of the month 
at 234 E. 51th st. L. Funcke, 239 E. 58th st., 
8ec. 

Branch No. 10 (4th An New York, 

meets every second and fourth Friday of each 
month at the Club Rooms of thq "Voice of La¬ 
bor." at 107 Henry street. Nicholas ltosenauer, 
Secretary. 371 Madison street. 

Branch 12. Brooklyn. N. Y. Headquarters 
Social Democratic Party, 251 Rutledge street, 
meets every 3d Thursday at 8:16 sharp. All 

K roons Interested in socialism and the Social 
imocratlc Party are Invited to attend these 
meetings and co-operate with us In organizing 
local branches In every district In the city. 
Wm. Butscher. 251 Rutledge St.. Secretary. 

Branch No. 20. New York (28 Assembly Dis¬ 
trict) meets 1st nnd 3rd Thursdays of each 
month at Faulhaber’s llall. 1551 Second ave¬ 
nue. New York City. Secretary, R., Hoppe. 

E. 80th street. _ ... , 

The City Central Agitation Committee cf 
Greater New York and vicinity meets second 
and fourth Saturdays of each month at 10i ror- 
syth street. In the Social Democratic League 
rooms. Alex. Kahn. 118 Broome St., secretary. 
OHIO. 

Branch No. 2. Ohio. Cleveland, meets In Ohl- 
■ens Hall. 65 York street, second and fourth 
Sundays, at 3 p. m. Lectures, discussions, bus¬ 
iness meeting, first and third I* rldays at * 

Branch 8, Cincinnati, meeta every M and 4th 
Saturday, In WoVklncmen s Halt. 1318 alnut 
8L Secretary, J. L. Franz, 1314 Walnut St. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Branch 2, Erie. Pa., meets every Sunday aft¬ 
ernoon at k. of L. Hall. 716 State street. Chair¬ 
man, Chas. Heydrlck; secretary. Geo. B. Laird. 
26 W\ 5th street. * . 

Branch No. 4. Pittsburg. Pa., meets e\erv 
Thursday evening at 7:30 p. m.. tunk Hall. 
South 24th and Josephine sts. I resident, W. 
Bohn. 244 Addison st. Secretary. J. H. Lewis. 
2218 Jane st. . 

Branch No. 5 (Jewish) of Pennsylvania meets 
every Friday at 614 South Third street. Phila¬ 
delphia. at 7:30. Discussion from 8 to 9. J. 
Gearson. Secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 

Branch No. 1, Milwaukee, meets WOT ■*&»**<{ 
and fourth Thursday evening of the month at tne 
Ethical Society Building. 558 JelTerson st. \ »- 
ttors always welcome. Howard Tuttle, chalr- 
nurn; Eugene H. Rooney, secretary. mtkt , nnA 
Branch No. 2, Milwaukee, meets even ■gJJJJJ 
and fourth Saturday In Geatke s Hall, comer 
Green Bay and Concordia, ave. 

Branch 3. Sheboygan. W'ls.. meets ®venr fourth 
Thursday of the month at Gustav Burgard s 
Hall on Pennsylvania avenue. R. Schoen, a. 
12th street, secretary-treasurer. 

Branch No. 4, Milwaukee, meets /‘very first and 
third Friday each month at Mueller s Hall, cor¬ 
ner Twenty-third and Brown streets. George 
: Maerschel. Secretary. 77« Twenty-fifth street. 
Branch 9. Milwaukee, meets every fourth Fri¬ 
day of the monih at R. Slgel s Hall, S. E. cor¬ 
ner Orchard street hnd 9th avenue. Secretary, 

, TOd Brock hausen. 7S1 W’tndlake avenue. 

Branch No. 11, Milwaukee, Vflu., meets the 
•icond Wednesday of each month at the office 
of the Wisconsin "Vorwarts." 614 State St. 
^Branch 12 . Milwaukee, meets every Artt ind 
Jhlrd Thursday of each month at Pet** lens 
MUI. 717 Center street, at 8 p. m. John Koepfer. 
••cretary. 

Milwaukee Central Committee of the Social 
Pwnocratlc Party of America meets on the 
Monday of each month at 8 p. m. ■h* r P « 
"0. 818 East Water street. Eugene H. Rooney. 
Jterotary: John Doerfler. Treasurer. _ 

. The Herald leaflets are good for propaganda 
•* 88 cent* per hundred copies. 


Massachusetts’ Doings 

At its meeting on July 29th the Mas¬ 
sachusetts State Committee transacted 
a good deal of important business. 

A reply was received and read by the 
secretary from Comrade Debs, stating 
definitely that it would be impossible for 
him to come to Massachusetts to assist 
us in the campaign this fall, owing to 
previous lecture engagements, which 
could not be canceled. I hope the com¬ 
rades will not think the committee is to 
blame for not writing before these en¬ 
gagements were made, because a similar 
reply was received to our request made 
in March last, though we still continued 
to ho|>c for the best until the receipt of 
this last letter. 

. It was voted to secure, if possible, the 
services of Comrade McCartney exclus¬ 
ively for a month previous to the elec¬ 
tion, and 1 am happy to he able to re¬ 
port that Comrade McCartney has since 
agreed to our proposition. 

The matter of nomination papers was 
placed in the hands of a committee con¬ 
sisting of Comrades Dr. Konikow and S. 
E. Putney. This committee has found, 
upon application, that the nomination 
papers cannot he had before the last of 
September. This is disappointing, as we 
wanted to have the hustle of getting sig¬ 
natures over and done with before we 
got into the thick of the campaign; but 
it won't take us long to get the signa¬ 
tures this year with so many willing 
workers. _ 

In order to familiarize the public with 
our State ticket and our name, it was 
voted to get out cards or “stickers” with 
the cuts of our candidates for governor 
and lieutenant-governor, with an exhort¬ 
ation to vote for our candidates, etc. 
These can he distributed or put up in all 
available places by our comrades as they 
travel through the State. 

It was decided that we should need a 
hundred thousand campaign leaflets, 
these to contain an address to the voters, 
our declaration of principles and de¬ 
mands, and our State ticket. As it was 
considered desirable that these leaflets 
should he under way before the next 
meeting of the State Committee, Com¬ 
rade Margaret Iiaile was elected a com¬ 
mittee to prepare the address to the vot¬ 
ers, with an advisory committee, consist¬ 
ing of Comrades Carey, Chase, Porter 
and Coffin. _ . 

The plan was adopted of having a 
hoard of State organizers, some one of 
whom must he present wherever a 
branch is organized in this State. A set 
of instructions to be given to all new 
branches by the organizers was adopted, 
which will, of course, be added to and 
j perfected from time to time. The hoard 
at present consists of Comrades Porter, 
Chase, Carey, McCartney, Lowell, Put¬ 
ney and Barr. In addition to being more 
systematic, and necessary to secure uni¬ 
formity of organization, this plan is es- 
I sential as a precautionary measure to 
I guard against irresponsible parties, who 
perhaps are not Socialists at all. organiz¬ 
ing brandies 0.1 their own account and 
for their own purposes. 

And again for the purpose of familiar¬ 
izing people with our name and our State 
ticket, it was voted to have the same 
printed on the hack of the contribution 
cards. _ 

Remember the picnic on the 20th. 
Franklin Park station is the point you 
are to reach, and from there you can see 
the grove. The electrics leave Scollay 
Square every half hour, at 7 minutes and 
37 minutes past the hour. Come down 
good and early. Coming home, there is^ 
a train at 6:23, which is very convenient" 
. for those who may not find room on the 
electrics. Dinner will begin at one 
o’clock, and the speaking and hand con¬ 
cert at three. Let every comrade do his 
utmost to bring as many people with 
him as possible, bearing in mind that the 
proceeds are for the purpose of supply¬ 
ing us with the sinews of war. 

Margaret Haile. 

New York Joint Meeting 

Several important matters were acted 
upon at the loint Meeting of the S. D. P. 
of Greater New York, held at 85 Last 
Fourth street, on Thursday evening, Au¬ 
gust 10th. and for the benefit of those 
who were not present the secretary was 
instructed to make this report in the 
press. __ 

The Joint' Meeting authorized the 
Campaign Committee to declare the 
place vacant of any member who should 
lie absent from two consecutive meetings 
of that committee, and to request the 
district to which he belongs to fill the 
vacancy by electing another to take lus 
place. __ 

A committee of three, consisting of 
Comrades Ingcrraan, Weinstock and 
Leaf was elected to define the duties and 
the extent and limit of the authority ot 
the Campaign Committee and report to 
this Joint Meeti ng. 

They submitted the following report, 

" ^'we^the Committee elected tonight to 
de fine duties, etc., of the Campaign Com¬ 
mittee, make the following recommenda- 

U “T. That the Campaign Committee 
shall have control and keep account of 


all money subscribed for the general 
campaign fund. 

“2. All campaign literature shall be 
edited and controlled by the Campaign 
Committee. 

“3. The Campaign Committee shall 
consult with any district in matters ap¬ 
pertaining to the welfare of said district 
when called upon to do so. 

"4. The Campaign Committee shall 
attend to all work required! to be done, 
such as printing application blanks, col¬ 
lecting signatures, arranging meetings, 
etc. 

“5. Tlie Campaign Committee shall 
make a rqiort at every Joint Meeting. 

“6. The Campaign Committee shall 
have power to call a Joint Meeting when¬ 
ever they think it 'necessary or desir¬ 
able.” 

State and municipal platforms were 
submitted by the Campaign Committee, 
and with several amendments and addi¬ 
tions were adopted. They were referred 
back to the committee to lie put in prop¬ 
er shape with amendments, etc., added. 

The Picnic Committee reported that 
all arrangements had been made and 
that all that is left is for the comrades to 
come, bring their friends and "have a 
good Social Democratic time.” 

E. P. Jennings, Jr., Sec. 

New lira tic lies 

The brave and devoted members of 
tlie branch at Rockville, Conn., who 
have given to the party sucli a splendid 
example of earnest anti continuous work 
during the past year, will no longer be 
alone in maintaining our cause and prin¬ 
ciples. A new branch with a thorough¬ 
ly alert and intelligent membership, 
ready to co-operate with other branches 
in the state to make Connecticut a sec¬ 
ond Massachusetts, has been organized. 
Officers have been elected as follows: 
Chairman, William P. Lonergan; vice- 
chairman. Thomas Lisk; secretary, 
Charles Gochring; treasurer, Richard 
Xiederwerfcr; organizer, John J. Ryan. 

The West responds again, as it did last 
week, to the East with a new branch in¬ 
stituted at. Portland, Oregon, which 
strengthens the movement materially in 
that state. The officers elected are: 
Chairman, T. C. Wendlaml; vice-chair¬ 
man, C. C. Richards: secretary, 1 : . 
Smith; treasurer, F. Rosigcr; organizer, 
C. R. Silver. 


Cleveland’s Social Democrats 

Tlie branches of the Social Democratic 
party at Cleveland in joint meeting 
adopted the following resolutions and 
donated $10 to the striking street rail¬ 
way men: 

“Whereas, The principles and teach¬ 
ings of international Socialism and of j 
tlie Social Democratic party of America 
recognize that the trades union move¬ 
ment and independent political action 
are tlie chief emancipating factors of the 
working class, the one representing its 
economic, the other its political wing, 
and both must co-operate to abolish the 
capitalistic system of production and 
distribution, which is responsible for the 
present conflicts of class interests in the | 
industrial world; and, 

“Whereas, While we believe the only 
proper solul ion for existing difficulties to 
be tlie collective ownership of all the 
means of production and distribution 
through political action, we nevertheless 
recognize in common with our party, 
that until that time comes, the workers 
will have to struggle to even maintain 
their present position in the economic 
field; therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That the Cleveland 
branches of the Social Democratic party 
in joint session pledge their hearty syni- 


My opponent declares that an in¬ 
creased circulating volume of money 
would be a calamity to the people at 
large, because it would enhance the mar¬ 
ket prioes of commodities and services. 
A fatal error—and one which the mono- 
metallists on the stump, preaching the 
cause of Plutocracy, have used to de¬ 
ceive and bewilder the average voter. 

What would be the real, actual effect 
of a general rise of prices? Let us see: 

Bonsall, we will say, is a money loaner 
and holder of bonds, notes, mortgages, 
etc., drawing an average of 6 per cent, 
interest on a loaned capital of $100,000, 
netting an annual income of §6,000. 

Ladoff is a farmer, and Edwards is a 
tailor. These represent the three classes 
—usurers, agriculturists and artisans. 

The interests of the two latter, as pro¬ 
ducers. are identical, and opposite to the 
interest of the former. That which 
would reduce .the income of the usurer 
would be clear gain to the fanner and 
tailor, mutually and equally. The usurer 
holds secured notes against the other 
two for money loaned to them, say $10- 
000 each. We have the single gold 
standard and low prices. Wheat is 50 
cents per bushel, and garments $10 for 
an ordinary' suit. 'Hie §6,000 income of 
Bonsall will now pay for 1,200 bushels of 
Ladoff’s wheat, or 600 suits of Edwards’ 
clothing. Ladoff and Edwards discover 
that they are in the majority and that 
their interests are absolutely identical. 
They elect a Socialist Congress and 
President, and this new power quadru¬ 
ples the volume of money, say in the 
manner suggested in my first article, 
thus increasing general prices four times 
over. Wheat is now §2 per bushel and a 
suit of clothes §40. The §6,000 income 
of Bonsall has not increased a particle; 
but, on the contrary, is in a fair way to 
lie reduced, because the rate of interest 
is on the decline. But now look: Bon- 
sall’s income will pay for only 3,000 bush¬ 
els of Ladoff’s wheat, and only 150 suits 
of Edwards' clothes. His income, while 
nominally the same expressed in mone¬ 
tary 'units, is actually only one-fourth 
what it was under the gold standard and 
low prices: while Ladoff’s wheat will 
purchase just as many suits of clothes 
and Edwards’ clothes will purchase just 
as many' bushels of wheat: and Ladoff’s 
wheat and Edwards' clothes will pur¬ 
chase four times as many dollars, with 
which to pay off the S10.000 mortgages 
. held by usurer Bonsall. 

Could anything be plainer? Now. what 
is the great problem before us? It is to 
unload, to eliminate from society the 
usurious, capitalistic class and make all 
citizens producers and consumers. That 
is, to bring about a system which would 
render useful service of sonic kind, phys¬ 
ical or mental, the actual, practical test 
of tlie right to possess and consume. 

Such is the sum total of the social, eco¬ 
nomic problem. This could ultimately 
he brought about through the tremen¬ 
dous potency of monetary legislation 
alone; but of course sooner and more 
completely by the adoption of other rad¬ 
ical socialistic measures contemporane¬ 
ous with said monetary legislation. 

Suppose the volume of money was in¬ 
creased to the point where tlie rate of 
interest would be o. Do you not see 
that then tlie grip of the usurer would 
he completely broken, and that as soon 
as he had consumed his principal he 
would- necessarily have to become a 
worker and a useful citizen? 

Let us not allow ourselves to he de¬ 
ceived as to the transcendent and over¬ 
shadowing importance of the money 
question during the transitory, revolu- 


m joint session pledge tlieir nearty sy«n- ,) 0 ^, riod in wllich W e now find our- 
pathy and support to the members of se , ves ? £j d in w hi c l, we must stand up 


Division No. 106, A. A. S. R. E. of A., 
in their struggle for more just and hu¬ 
mane conditions and the recognition of 
their union; and further be it 

"Resolved, That if any friends of Divi¬ 
sion No. 106 he inclined to resort to vio¬ 
lence or destruction of property, we beg 
of them to leave such deeds to unprinci¬ 
pled hirelings of plutocracy, and urge on 
our friends and workers to meet the op¬ 
pressors at the ballot box, where we can 
abolish the conditions producing the 
present results.” 

PROPAGANDA FUND. 

' Appeal to Ronxon." Kansu*.3 1 60 

Kiwtit) V ln«L ; .5? 

" Joint r<mway." N. Y. 

K. J. Miller. Texas..$J! 

W Burk. Teza*...••••" 

Joint miwtinji S. D. P. branch** Baltimore. M'l- • 

W. 1. Hood. Ohio. -• 

Harris 0*t**rmnn. N. Y— .I*’ 

Julios Robin*in. Conn.«"> 

(l*€». H, Stmbell.* N. J. 2 00 


Wm. J. Garde*. Ind.. 

.15 

.23 

A. ('ol)Nl, " . 

J. Gardener. " . 

J. Fin**. “ . 

J. Sperliujt, " . 

.25 

.10 

The follow'uc amount* rollwlftl by 
Mone," New York: 

•Tonch- 

Wm. Leaf ...... 

.* .25 

Abraham Kahn. 

.23 

.23 


. l.m 

Robert Paine. 

,P. Kgerton.. 


.25 

. 2 U» 


.. ... .05 

S. K.. 

.10 


.. .15 

Dr. Rayevaky..— *. 

. 2.00 

A. SrboenberE.... 

.50 

.10 


j. pT.’!"T."..... 

. l .uo 


.50 


Tout.. . 


like heroic men, and if needs be, like 
martvrs, for truth, justice and humanity. 

Mark this: If you will place in the 
hands of one man or class, a monopoly 
of the land, in the hands ot another a 
monopoly of the railways, in the hands 
of a third a monopoly of the telegraph 
and telephone systems, and in the hands 
of another the factories and tools of pro¬ 
duction, and then place in my hands the 
complete control of the monetary sys¬ 
tem of the nation, 1 can. with perfect 
case, compel all the other monopolists to 
kneel at my feet, pay homage and tribute 
to me, anil submit to tlie decrees of my 
supreme power; and 1 can, in a com¬ 
paratively short time, dispossess them of 
all their wealth, if said special privilege 
is not withdrawn from my possession. 

Let us now give a passing notice to 
the declaration of Comrade Ladoff, that 
the full restoration of silver to equal 
coinage privileges and legal tender 
power with gold (no more, no less) 
would produce a sudden contraction in 
circulation. In this, too, he is exact’;- 
wrong. He assumes that gold is now 
in general circulation, and that free sil¬ 
ver coinage would scare it back to its 
hiding places. 1 have shown, and we all 
know, that gold is not in general circula¬ 
tion in the legitimate channels of indus¬ 
trial trade. How, then, could a free coin¬ 
age act take out of circulation something 
already out? What would be tlie effect 
of an act of Congress restoring silver? 
Exactly the opposite of what Mr. L. has 
assumed. Why is gold coin now cor¬ 
nered and retained in the money centers? 
Because Congress, for the especial bene¬ 
fit of the money lords, has discriminated 
in its favor, clothing it with extraordi¬ 
nary powers, and hence making it more 


available for speculative and gambling, 
purposes, the purchase of government 
bonds, etc. 

This would disappear with the restora¬ 
tion of silver and an increase in full legal 
tender greenbacks, and 'the very hour 
that gold coins ceased to be especially 
available for speculation, and grow less 
in exchange value while hoarded in the 
bank vaults, they would get out of there 
and seek investment in property and 
business, because equal legal tender and 
rising prices bring money previously 
clothed with speculative power out of its 
hiding place. And further, as soon as 
Mr. Shylock discovers that the new 
power at Washington has established a 
true and healthy policy, under which 
there shall be no more bonds,, no more 
discrimination in favor of gold, no more 
special privileges, then he will not be 
such a fool as to longer hoard his gold; 
and my comrade will then have discov¬ 
ered. as he reads impartial history, that, 
of all the men that ever contended for 
the prize ot supreme assumption without 
reason or logic, the spokesman for the 
single gold stanejard, during the closing 
years of the nineteenth century, had won 
the unhonored crown. 

Salem, Ohio. Charles Bonsall. 

Will Go to England 

A call for Eugene V. Debs’ services in 
tlie public advocacy of the cause of So¬ 
cialism, which is the cause* of humanity, 
has been received from England. At a 
meeting in July of the National Adminis¬ 
trative Council of the Independent La- 
Ixjr Party, with head office at 53 Fleet 
street, London, the initial step was tak¬ 
en which will result in an extended 
tour by our comrade of Old Eng¬ 
land. The probability is that the trip 
will be undertaken early in the summer 
of next year. Comrade Debs is in re¬ 
ceipt of the following cordial invitation 
from tlie general secretary of the Inde¬ 
pendent Labor party, John Penny: 

“Dear Sir and Comrade:—At the last 
meeting of our National Council, a pro¬ 
posal was made and carried that we 
should endeavor to make arrangements, 
provided you are willing, for you to visit 
this coun-rv and deliver addresses in the 
principal centers. 

“I have much pleasure in communi¬ 
cating this decision of my Council to 
you, and take the opportunity of ex¬ 
pressing the warm appreciation in which 
your work on behalf of the workers of 
America is held by my Council. We shall 
be proud, if you can make it convenient, 
to introduce you to the workers of Eng¬ 
land. We believe that your visit would 
I lie productive of much good to the So¬ 
cialist movement in this country, and we 
| trust and believe that it would be enjoy¬ 
able, and perhaps of service to yourself. 

"Will you oblige me by letting me 
know whether such a visit is within the 
bounds of possibility, and if you could 
give me some indication of the length of 
time you could spare for the visit, and 
what financial arrangements would have 
to he made, it would place our negotia¬ 
tions in an advanced state. 

“Trusting that you will favor me with 
an early reply, with a comrade’s greet¬ 
ings. 1 remain, yours fraternally, 

“John Penny, Gen. Sec." 

SociuIiHin in Denmark 

The Socialist movement is forging 
ahead in Denmark. The party owns a 
daily paper which has a larger circula¬ 
tion than any other journal in the coun¬ 
try. besides a number of influential week¬ 
lies. The party also controls a co-oper¬ 
ative bakery, which bakes excellent 
bread, to the value^of §150,000 a year,, at 
such low. charges that it is able to keep 
down prices and yet have a large mar¬ 
gin of profit. They are trying their hand 
with the same success at a co-operative 
butcher's shop. They have also a work¬ 
ingmen’s theater, and a useful bureau 
for exchanging country cliilren for town 
children during the summer holidays'. As 
a consequence of this tlie farmers are 
siding with the men locked out in the 
big labor struggle now in progress in 
Denmark, and have offered to feed and 
lodge their children free of charge dur¬ 
ing the lockout. < 

New Hampshire has made a fresh start 
with a new branch at Concord, and more 
are reported on the way.' 

In another column will be found the 
announcement of the Milwaukee com¬ 
rades of their picnic, which will occur on 
August 20th. All friends of the cause 
should help it along, as the amount re¬ 
alized will he used in propaganda work. 

Propaganda meetings of the Social 
Democratic party arc held every Sunday 
night at 117 Turk street. Unattached 
Socialists throughout California are in- 
1 vited to correspond. Address Valentine 
[ Britton, secretary, 115 Turk street, San 
■ F'rancisco. 


Tin* Herald in liiitidleH 

25 copies.$ .20 

50 copies •.35 

100 copies.65 

200 copies. i.20 

It must be understood that this offer 
is lor bundle orders mailed to one ad¬ 
dress only. Send orders to 

THEODORE DEBS, 

126 Washington St.. Chicago. 
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VIEW OF HISTORY FROM 
SOCIA LIST STA NDPOINT 

History has so long been a mere rec¬ 
ord of the lives of kings, of accounts of 
court intrigues, and of the waging of 
wars, that the real science of history has 
scarcely been touched, and it is no exag¬ 
geration to say that up to this century 
it had not been touched at all. 

It was Karl Marx who first dealt with 
history scientifically, by formulating 
what is known as the materialist inter¬ 
pretation of history. Briefly put, it is 
that the basis underlying the social edi¬ 
fice is industry, and that if you wish to 
understand the religious, moral, intellec¬ 
tual, political, social, or judicial institu¬ 
tions of any period, the key to them all, 
and the only‘key, is by making yourself 
acquainted with the system of producing 
and distributing wealth which prevails 
in that period—that, instead of its being 
true, as liad been held before, that the 
advancing ideas of society changed the 
condition of society, that it was the 
changing condition of society that 
changed the ideas of society. 

Once having grasped the fact, the 
study of history is much simplified. The 
history of this country during the last 
800 years shows the transition of a na¬ 
tion from feudalism, with its accompany¬ 
ing Catholicism, monasticism, agricul¬ 
ture, hand production, and the free or¬ 
ganization of the workers in the trade 
guilds, to commercialism, with its ma¬ 
chine production, its factory system, its 
women labor, sweating; adulteration, ar¬ 
maments. blighted agriculture. Protest¬ 
antism, Hooleyism and Hooliganism. 

Under the feudalism set up bv Wil¬ 
liam I., in the eleventh century, the king 
was the predominant political factor. He 
•owned all the land, letting it out to bar-- 
ons, who let it out to others, and so on. 
This lasted about 200 years, during 
which the power of the king receded, and 
the power of the barons and of the 
Church increased. At the end of the 
thirteenth century the power had passed 
into the hands of the barons. In the 
struggle we are told the barons were im¬ 
bued with the noble principles of liberty, 
patriotism, etc., and we are supposed to 
glow with pride over Magna Charta, the 
first Parliament, and over Simon de Mor- 
fort, the son of the bloodthirsty perse¬ 
cutor of the Albigesnes. As a matter of 
fact, the barons were simply wroth with 
the king for having pulled down many 
of their castles, and disbanded their ruf¬ 
fianly mercenaries with whom they used 
to engage in wholesale plundering and 
murdering of the country population. It 
is worth noting, however, that the mer¬ 
chant class had already become so strong 
that their help was necessary to enable 
the barons to come off victorious and 
they were accordingly rewarded by the 
representation of the towns in the Par¬ 
liament in their own interest. They soon 
found an opportunity of utilizing the 
power of the State to their own advan¬ 
tage. 

The black death, a terrible disease, 
which, according to report, resembled 
the plague that India has lately suffered 
from, swept off half the population of 
this country, and, in consequence of the 
scarcity of labor, wages went up. The 
Parliament, instigated by the merchant 
class, immediately enacted that any 
workman who was so- audacious as to 
demand a rise should be punished. Late¬ 
ly, in an address given before that Fa¬ 
bian institution, the London School of 
Economics, Professor Hewins, with that 
eagerness to defend the. middle class that 
distinguishes the Fabian, told us that 
Parliament was not animated with any 
class interest, but that they enacted this 
law in the interest of the community and 
that they had as much right to regulate 
the price of labor as that of any other 
commodity. It seems rather strange 
that it did not occur to Parliament to 
fix a minimum as well as a maximum 
rate of wages if they were simply desir¬ 
ous of considering the community. 

This law—the Statute of Laborers— 
probably did a good deal to stir up the 
agitation among the peasant class which 
resulted in Wat Tyler’s insurrection. The 
first outbreak of the peasant revolt oc¬ 
curred in France (the Jackuerie), after¬ 
wards spreading to England, Germany 
and other parts. It is interesting to note 
the insurrection was anti-clerical in char¬ 
acter, the followers of Wiclif in Eng¬ 
land, and the Anabaptists in Germany, 
both sworn enemies of the Church, tak¬ 
ing a prominent part therein. Commu¬ 
nism was also held up as the ideal by 
John Ball in England, while the German 
movement seems also to have been com¬ 
munist. 

The insurrection dealt a fatal blow to 
feudalism, and may be called the first in¬ 
ternational labor movement. Perhaps it 
would not be amiss here to give a brief 
description of feudalism. 

Under feudalism, we are told by Thor- 
old Rogers, who went carefully into the 
matter, that the purchasing power of 
the worker’s wage was much more ap¬ 
proximate to production than at the 
present time, although his work did not 
exceed eight hours a day; that a large 
portion of the year was given un to re¬ 
ligious fec«t days and holidays. The 
peasant always had a good piece of land 
which he cultivated, and he had fixity of 
tenure. In the towns the artisan had, 
through the guilds, no cause to dread old 
age, as the modem worker does. The 
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guilds provided for the worker in his old 
age, lookfed after the widows and or¬ 
phans, did something towards the edu¬ 
cation of the children. 

The municipalities of the country were 
largely controlled by the guilds and exer¬ 
cised the control over the life and happi¬ 
ness of the people that we Socialists are 
trying to restore Jo them. And while 
we Socialists are strongly opposed to 
clericalism, in those days the Vatican 
acted as a sort of international tribunal 
of arbitration. Of course, its decisions 
were invariably in favor of the wealthier 
and more powerful of the two opponents, 
but as all these quarrels were between 
various sections of aristocratic rascals, 
the worker was benefited by peace, war 
then meaning the ravaging of territory 
and the burning of homes. 

It is curious to note that the passage 
from feudalism to commercialism has 
been marked by the destruction of the 
municipality to make way for the bour¬ 
geois State and the gradual replacement 
of internationalism by an intense nation¬ 
al feeling leading to patriotism, jingoism 
and imperialism—in a. word, the com¬ 
munity, instead as of old, trying to bene¬ 
fit the individuals who composed it. tries 
to extend its domination over a large 
number of people. We have seen that 
the peasant’s war dealt a heavy blow to 
the power of the feudal lords, and in less 
than a century afterwards the latter per¬ 
formed the hapoy dispatch on themselves 
by splitting into two sections and mu¬ 
tually annihilating each other in the 
Wars of the Roses after the style of Kil¬ 
kenny' cats. Then the discovery of 
America, the gold discoveries, and the 
consequent development of commerce 
rendered the advance of the middle class 
irresistible. Then came that expropria¬ 
tion of the people from the land, that 
spoliation of the church lands, that con¬ 
fiscation of the property of the workers’ 
guilds which forced the working class 
into the position of hereditary wage 
slaves. The destruction of the power of 
the barons and clergy left the middle 
class in possession of Parliament, and 
the king the only barrier to their politi¬ 
cal and social predominance. In the 
civil war between king and Parliament 
in the seventeenth century the power of 
the king was broken.-and it is interesting 
to note that one of the first results of 
middle class rule was that two commer¬ 
cial wars broke out in six years after the 
overthrow' of the king. 

These noble democrats, whom it is 
considered reactionary not to worship, 
distinguished their victory by the selling 
of their opponents into slavery’. I am 
one of those who do not think, very- 
much of this heterogeneous collection of 
Praise God Barebones, the precursors of 
the Nonconformist Conscience. Since 
then the enormous advance of machinery 
has placed the worker more and more 
under the heel of the middle class. 
Through the unbridled use of machinery 
the workman has been replaced by the 
workwoman, and the latter by the work- 
child. Agriculture has been reduced to 
a very low ebb, and the.sole concern of 
the majority of the people is to acquire 
as much wealth as possible in order to 
dominate their fellow-s. In religion, in¬ 
dividualism is also the nde; the desire 
of every religionist to reach heaven 
means the desire to get there by himself, 
letting his neighbors go to hell. The 
rule of the average man is do your best 
to get on. both in this world and another 
somewhere in the clouds. But tiie com¬ 
petition which has produced this is pass¬ 
ing away. A battle can not last foTever, 
and the middle, class are gradually get¬ 
ting reconciled to the prospect of collect¬ 
ivism. The final battle, now fast ap¬ 
proaching. will be fought between state 
capitalism and social democracy.—P. 
Freidberg, in London Justice. 


EngincerH’ Capitalist Chief 
Some of our exchanges express sur¬ 
prise that Chief Arthur, of the locomo¬ 
tive engineers, should ride on boycotted 
Big Consolidated cars. It is rather sur¬ 
prising when it is considered that he 
owns an elegant coach, coachman and 
footman and might just as well be driven 
to his office—just like the other “labor 
leaders" of this town. This reminds us 
that the wonderful chief made another 
one of his masterstrokes in New York. 
It will be remembered that Arthur ad¬ 
vised the elevated railway engineers to 
refuse to strike in sympathy with the 
trolley men, and he and his henchmen 
sneaked in at the back door of the com¬ 
pany and secured a promise from Presi¬ 
dent Rossiter that, although electric mo¬ 
tors would be substituted for steam 
I>ower, the wages of the .engineers would 
not be reduced. But- no sooner do the 
trolley strikers lose their fight, then Ros¬ 
siter turns around and makes the ele¬ 
vated engineers motorers and cuts their 
wages from $3.50 to $2.50 a day! Sure¬ 
ly, if the engineers are bound to keep a 
capitalist at the head of their order, who 
does the bidding of the Vanderbilts, Ros- 
siters and Everetts, they must take the 
consequences. It is useless to character¬ 
ize Arthur as a traitor to the labor move¬ 
ment. Everybody has known that for 
years.—Cleveland Citizen. 

BRANCH SUPPLIES 

Chnrten.$2.00 

Mcmtwrxhlp Canta (per UK) l. 1.00 

Memberxhlp Applicutfoim (IOO). .20 

Send orders with cash to Theodore 
126 Washington St., Chicago. 
No supplies sent on credit. 


Liquid Air 

Liquid air is to mechanics what the 
trust is to economics. Each is the per¬ 
fect machine for automatic robbery, one 
of nature and one of man. Nature’s 
treasury will stand looting longer than 
man’s, however, for not until the tem¬ 
perature of the sun and the earth is equal 
will she be declared a bankrupt. Prof. 
Dewar has said that it is possible that 
the increased combustion of coal will 
absorb the free oxygen of our air faster 
than vegetation can release it. Tripler 
will relieve us of the gloomy prospect of 
smothering to death like the two little 
princes. 

Not only will the generation of power 
by liquid air abolish combustion of coal 
and disrobe our cities of their dismal 
mantles of smoke, but a revolution may¬ 
be looked for in our industrial, econom¬ 
ic and social systems. Houses will be 
heated and food cooked by electricity 
developed free of cost. Transportation 
on land and water, and possibly also in 
the air, will be as free as air. Flying ma¬ 
chines may lie as common as bicycles. 

The tremendous cessation of demand 
for men’s labor, owing to the substitu¬ 
tion iff nature's labor, will develop the 
hugest unemployed army the world has 
beheld. Socialism will prove to be the 
only possible solution of the problem of 
how to equalize production with distri¬ 
bution and consumption. 

It is most extraordinary that when 
any great advance is to be made in 
man’s progress, the “scientists” arc al¬ 
ways at hand to explain its impossibil¬ 
ity. “Scientists" said that the sun moved 
round the earth, that bodies fell at a 
speed relative to their weight, anil they 
wished to burn Galileo at the stake for 
proving them to be jackasses. "Scien¬ 
tists” refused to consider Adam’s proof 
of the position of Neptune. “Scientists” 
said that steam was an • impracticable 
agent for locomotion; that the division 
of the electric current was impossible; 
that Bell’s telephone was a fake; that 
Marconi's wireless telegraphy was ridic¬ 
ulous. They still say that a “trust’ is an 
unnatural and ephemeral product and is 
bound to self-destruction. 

They still say that Socialism is an iri¬ 
descent dream, and that the present sys¬ 
tem of society is gifted with perpetual 
life, when to the most casual observer 
it is seen to be in the last stages of per¬ 
manent dissolution. These blind leaders 
of the blind never arrive at any profound, 
conclusions from theoretical deductions. 
These scientific Gradgrinds must have 
facts, facts, facts. No matter how clear 
the theoretical demonstration of a prob¬ 
lem may be, if the acceptance of the 
proof carries with it a great reversal of 
preconceived ideas, then acceptance is 
never given until the practical demon¬ 
stration makes further caviling impossi¬ 
ble. Tripler will once more prove that 
we have not advanced intellectually one 
iota since Socrates quaffed the hemlock 
to satisfy the envy of the "scientists” of 
his dav.—H. G. Wiishire. ! 


GRAND PICNIC 

MILWAUKEE 


UNDER AUSPICES OF THE MILWAUKEE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Social Democratic Party 

SUNDAY, AUG. 20 

AT SCHNEIDER’S PARK 
35th & VLIET STREETS 


Commenciog at 10 a. m.; union music in at¬ 
tendance all day; dancing in pavilion; games 
and tug of war; everything to insure a pleasant 
time to those who attend. Ticketa entitling 
holders to refreshments; gentlemen and family 
75c$ gentlemen 50c; lady 25c. Everybody is 
invited to attend and make the picnic a great 
success, as the proceeds will be used to place 
an organizer in the held. 


The Book You Need 

PRINCIPLES OF 

Scientific Socialism 

By Rev. Charles H. Vail 
Author "Modern Socialism" and "National * 
Ownership of Railways." 


CONTENTS: 

The Industrial Evolution. The Analyst* of Value 
The On b in of Surplus Value. 

The Advantages of Socialism: Production. Dis¬ 
tribution. Klimiuationof Useless Vocations. Prevention 
of Waste. Elevation of Woman, Proper Care and Train- 
in*c of Children. Efficient Directors. Solution of the 
Monetary Question. Abolition of Taxation, Simplifica¬ 
tion of Government, Benefit* to Capitalists, Benefits to 
Laborers. 

The Evidences of the Moral Strength of Social¬ 
ism : It# Spirit and Aim; Abolition of Uusine>* Dis¬ 
honesty: Restriction of Divorce: Prevention of Prosti¬ 
tution; Elimination of Crime; Prevention of Intemp¬ 
erance. Insanity, etc. 

Poverty — Its Cause and Care. Wag* Slavery vs. 
•’baud Slavery. Rent and Interest. The Law of 
Wag-H. Tin* Law of Progress. Industrial Depressions 
and Commercial Crises. The Problem of Labor-Saving 
Machinery. 

Popular Economic Errors: That Value is Deter- 
, mined t>> Capitalist Cost of Production: that the Inter- 
| est« of Laborers and Capitaliats are identical; that 
j Labor l« Better Off To-day Than Ever -Before ; that 
, Cheap Prices nre Beneficial to Labor; that Foreign 
I M&’kets are Beneficial Id Labor; that Luxury is B**ne- 
! hc*al to Labor ; that Land Nationalization Would 
S,,ri, U Question : that Extravagance is the 
I Jhieft arise of Economic Want: that Socialism Would 
Thwart Inventions and Improvements; that Socialism 
Would Destroy Individuality. Conclusion and Index. 

12mo, 236 Pages; Paper, 35c; Cloth, fl.OO. 

•SEND ORDERS TO 

THEODORE DEBS, 129 Washington St. 
CHICAGO 


Pacific Coast Socialists 

Book* on economic subjects can he ordered to your 
advantage from the Uuresu of Socialist Literature. 
38 Turk Street. San Francisco, Cal. 

Following is a partial list of the works of O. B. 
BEN HAM. which we recommend: 

History of the Pari# Commerce of 1871, paper cover. 

25 centa; full cloth.$0.75 

Gospel of Discontent (compilation)... 15 

Snap Shots at Capitalism (compilation)... 15 

Story of the R«-d Flag.' ,(* 

j Crimes of Capitalism... 05 

G. B. RENHAM 

38 Turk Street. San Franrlaco, Cal. 


French SocialiHt Journals 

While we are familiar with the figures 
of the Socialist vote in Germany and 
France, the foreigner is always surprised 
at the number and quality of the Social¬ 
ist periodicals that flourish in those 
countries. This is more especially true 
in the case of France. Easily first among 
the French Socialist periodicals stands 
La Revue Socialiste. This review was 
founded in 1885 by Benoit Malon, the 
apostle of what he termed “integral So¬ 
cialism.” The distinctive note of Malon’s 
integral Socialism is that it lays greater 
stress upon the intellectual and moral 
factors than does the pure Marxian So¬ 
cialism. This position, implying’as it 
does an accusation of inadequacy against 
Marxianism, gave the Revue in its ear¬ 
lier years a somewhat sectarian tone. A 
very animated controversy was waged 
for some years between Malon and his 
disciples and the French Marxians, La- 
fargue, Guesde, and especially Deville, 
who is the ablest writer among the 
French Marxians. 

La Revue Socialiste has now, happily, 
lost this sectarian note, and has become 
the organ for discussion for all French 
Socialists. Its pages are open to all 
schools of Socialiilic thought, and Ga¬ 
briel Deville hinftelf is now one of its 
most valued contributors. It appears on 
the 15th of each month with 128 well 
printed octavo pages. Typographically 
and mechanically it compares favorably 
with the best English and American re¬ 
views. The literary and economic qual¬ 
ity of its contents will be understood 
when I say that among the frequent con¬ 
tributors are Jean Jaures, Tolstoy, Lieb- 
knecht, Eugene Foumiere, Emile Van- 
dervelde. Henri Brissac, etc. 

May the day soon come when Com¬ 
monwealth may grow into an American 
counterpart of La Revue Socialiste! In 
the meantime American Socialists who 
know French will do well to read La 
Revue Socialiste. We are glad to know’ 
that many of them do so. A private let¬ 
ter to the writer from Valery Hermay, 
the secretary of the management, states 
that the American circulation of the Re¬ 
vue is increasing rapidly. This is a good 
and hopeful sign, and shows that there 
is room in America for a review which 
shall present the best contemporary 
thought on economic and social sub¬ 
lets-—Robert Rives LaMonte in Com¬ 
monwealth. 


Carey’s Speeches 

“CHILD LABOR” 

Delivered in the Mawachureits Legislature. 
The popular verdict pronounces it simply 
“great." 

“SOCIETY S RIGHT 1o LAND and CAPITAL” 

An argument that is irresistible, couched in 
language clear, graceful and i>oetic. Don’t fail 
to order this. 

PRICE FIVE CENTS A COPY OR $3.00 A HUNDRED 
Send orders to 

MRS. A. KONIKOW 

1043 Washington SI., Boston. 


JUST OUT 

— 

Municipal Socialism 

By F. G. It. GORDON 

A thirty-two page pamphlet packed with fact a and 
j figures. An unanswerable* argument in favor of muni¬ 
cipal ownership. The first work of its kind for popular 
use. Every socialist should help to spread it. 

Single copies. $0.05 

Ten copies. ..25 

One hundred copies. 1^50 

Debs Publishing Co. Terre Haute, Ind 


Merrie England 

BY ROBERT BLATCH FORD 


A PLAIN EXPOSITION OF 
SOCIALISM ... (Postage paid) 

100 COPIES . . . $4.00 


10c. 


ts.ooo COPIES SOLD IN ENGLAND 
Berlwd from Latent London Edition 


THEODORE DEBS 

128 WASHINGTON *T. CHICAGO, ILL. 


The 

People’s Christian Church 


AN AOITATION FOR THE KINOOOM OF 

god on earth. 


THE PLATFORM 


The Social Democratic Party of AmM- - 
clarea that life, liberty and happlneeafae* ** 
man. woman and child are condition^ 
equal political and economic right*. ®l*t 

That private ownerahlp of the means 
ductlon and distribution of wealth N* 

society to aplit into two distinct daaaMSfi? 
conflicting Interest*, the small poseeZn# J* 
of capitalists or exploiters of the laboTfL®*** 
others and the ever-increasing large Su** 
sessed class of wage-workers, who are ri«mT 0> ‘ 
of the soclally-due share of their prod U( »r ym M 
That capitalism, the private ownership 
means of production. Is responsible for twi r 1 
security or subsistence, the poverty, mlseiv . 
degradation of the ever-growing nnw. 
our people. of 


FBED’K G. STRICKLAND, Fura. 
MEETINGS. 

Sunday—11 a. m., Preaching—Garfield Hall, 
Cor. Hamlin and Chicago Avea. 

Sunday— 8 p. m. Open Air Meeting—Cor. 
Chicago Terrace and Harding Are. 


That the same economic forces which h. 
produced and now Intensify the capitalist 
tern, will compel the adoption of Socialism 
collective ownership of the means of praJfi-S? 
for the common good and welfare, or 
the destruction of clvlllaatton. •» 

That the trade union movement and ua 
pendent political action are the chief iw.2!IX 
paling factors of the working class 
representing Its economic, the other its noitttZ! 
wing, and that both must co-operate to aSXu! 
the capitalist system of production and aiUT-t 
butlon. 

Therefore. the Social Democratic Part* 
America declares Its object to be the estahthM 
ment of a system of co-operative produSST 
and distribution through the restoration tonS 
people of all the means of production and *t? 
trlbution, to be administered toy organised JvT 
ety in the Interest of the whole people, and »wl 
ot m tr ° m “"■*£ 

The wage-workers and nil those In tymnath. 
with their historical mission to realise a hlrhi* 
civilisation should sever connection witJylin 
capitalist and reform parties and unite wK 
the Social Democratic Party of America w 

The control of political power by the Soetsi 
Democratic Party will be tantamount tooi 
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting m 
millions of class-conscious fellow-worker? 
throughout the. civilised world will lead to to! 
ternntlonal Socialism, the brotherhood of m**’ 

As steps In this direction, we make the ha 
lowing demands: 

1 . Revision of our antiquated Federal Con¬ 
stitution. In order to remove the obstacles to. 
full and complete control of government by an 
the people, irrespective of sex. 

2. The public ownership of all Industries con¬ 
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combines 

3. The nubile ownership cf all railroads tel*, 
graph, telephone, all means of transportation, 
communication, water-works, gas and electee 
plants, and other public utilities. 

4. The public ownership of all gold, silver 
copper, lead. Iron, coal and all other mines’ 
also of nil oil and gas wells. 

5. Reduction of the hours of labor In propor¬ 
tion to the Increasing facilities of production. 

6. The inauguration of a system of public 
works and improvements for the employment o! 
a large number of the unemployed, the pubtte 
credit to be utilised for that purpose. 

7. All useful Inventions to be free to all the 
Inventor to be remunerated by the public. 

S. Labor legislation to be made national. In¬ 
stead of local, and International where possible 

9. National insurance of working people 
against accidents, lack of employment and want 
In old age. 

10 Equal civil and political rights for men 
and women, and the abolition of all laws dis¬ 
criminating against women. 

11. The adoption of the Initiative and Refer¬ 
endum. and the right of recall of representa¬ 
tives by the voters. 

12. Abolition of war as far as the United 
States are concerned and the Introduction of 
International arbitration instead. 

DEMANDS FOR FARMERS. 

The Social Democratic Party of America does 
not hope for the establishment of social order 
through the increase of misery, but on the con¬ 
trary It expects Its coming through the deter¬ 
mined. united efforts of the workers of both 
city and country to gain and use the political 
power to that end. In view of this we adopt th* 
following platform for the purpose of uniting 
the workers in the country with those In the 
city: 

1. No more public land to be sold, but to bs 
utilized by the United States or the 8tate di¬ 
rectly for the public benefit, or leased to farm¬ 
ers In small parcels of not over 640 acres, the 
State to make strict regulations as to Improve¬ 
ment and cultivation. Forests and waterways 
to be put under direct control of the nation. 

2. Construction of grain elevators. magazines 
and cold storage buildings by the nation, to be 
used by the farmers, at cost. 

3. The postal, railroad, telegraph and tele¬ 
phone services to be united that every post and 
railroad station shall also be a telegraph and 
telephone center. Telephone service for farm¬ 
ers. as for residents of cities, to be at cost 

4. A uniform postal rate for the transporta¬ 
tion of agricultural products on all railroads. 

5. Public credit to be at the disposal of coun¬ 
ties and towns for the Improvement of roads 
and soil and for Irrigation and drainage. 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LIBRARY 

Karl Marx, Capital, Cloth. .12.OQ 

F. MV. Sprague—Socialism, from Genehia to Reve¬ 
lation. Cloth. 1.00 

Gronlund-The Co-operative Commonwealth. 

Pnper.S 

August Hebei—Woman: Past, Proeent and Future, .25 

Hlatchford—Merrie England.10 

Edward Bellamy- Looking Backward.SO 

Edward Bellamy—Equality. Cloth.1.25 

Lia-agarr—HiMory of the Commune of 1871. 1.00 

Charles Vail—Modern Socialism . 25 

Aahplant—Heterodox Economics and Orthodox 

Profits.15 

Herbert Casson— l he Red Light.25 

Henry D.Lloui—WealitrAguinst Commonwealth.. 1.00 

volney—The Rains of Empties.,*. ,11 

Thomas I'aine—The Rights of Man .20 

The Socialism of John Stuart Mill. Edited by 

Bliss. © 

Henry George—Hooial Problems.25 

Osborne Ward—The Ancient Lowly. 1.50 

Adaine— President John Smith...ft 

Richard T. Ely—Socialism «nd Social Reform.1J5- 

Buchner—Man in the Past, Present and Future... . 1.00 
Benham-A History of the Paris Commune 1871 

(cloth 7V.), paper rover .'.. J5 

Chas. H. Tail—Principle* of Scientific Socialism., .E 

PAMPHLETS 

F. O. R. Gordon—Hard Times: Cause and Cure.05 

Leonard D. Abbott—The Society of the Future.*» 

K Loesalle—What Is Capital . .06 

H. M. Hyndman-Socialism and Slavery. M 

K. Lassalle-lhe Workingman’s Program.IP 

Chaa. H. N ail—The IndoMrial Evolution.05 

THE HERALD LEAFLETS 

, No -1 Contains "A WORD WITH YOU, JOHNfbt- 
mg an admirably prepared paper bv “ Way furer,” based 
on a chapter in “Merrie England.'* 

THE REAL MASTERS’*—pertinent questions sd* 
dressed in workingmen. 

Th»•• DKt’LVRATION ami POLITICAL DEMANDS" 
of the Social Democratic Party of AWrica. 

Nn 2 Contain* "AROUSE, YE SLAVES!" a rinjrfM 
add raw. Hy E. V. Dab* on Soriali.nt and tin* Social Deb 
"<«» »it»>r. 

HOT SHOTS! a bunch of piihr. nninted, "nH- 
dam paraarapba, calculated to make iwoplc iW 
for themaelves. 

1**10 copies.f2.ro 

5U) copies. j .25 . 

250 copies. 7 $ ^ 

1W) copies.•. i;®| 

THEODORE DEBS, Secretary Treasurer, 

126 Washington Street, ChicafP- 


A FRIENDLY TIP 


When a branch of the 8. D. P. is organised it shoold 
not sit down on its hind legs and wait for the cloud* to 
roll by. Presumably it wan organized to work and 
work It should. Now, yon want a large attendance nt 
your meetings and you want new members. Thisp»*“ 
insures both. Secure n rubber stamp with yoor tisM 
and place of meeting on it and order a bundle of the 

APPEAL TO REASON 

to come each week. Pat the stamp on each oopy end 
distribute them the day before yonr meeting. The Ofld 
will be low and the people will come. The cost will b* 
eomething like this: 

25 oopiee weekly, 8 months to one address I 1.25 
50 " ** “*••*•* ** JJ0 

KjO “ ** M »* M *» « 5.00 

126 u " U .. M M M 5J5 

VO M " .U ,240 

500 " M M BjQO 

Address, APPEAL TO SEASON, Girard, Ena. 





















